SHIPLEY’S CHOICE ELEMENTARY
310 Governor Stone Parkway
Millersville, MD 21108
410-222-3851 Fax: 410-222-3885

MARCH 2019
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Dear Shipley’s Choice families,
March has entered like the proverbial lion, and we are all eager for spring! During March, we
have a new focus: Just be prepared! We spend all of our time preparing students--for middle
school, for college, for tests, for life. It is equally important to teach students how to be prepared. This is especially important for our students with executive functioning or attention
difficulties or anxiety. Here are some ideas:
*Show students how you prepare for something--lessons, taking a trip, starting your day,
etc.
*Set aside some time for students to write goals or a "To Do" list in their agenda books, and
make sure that they revisit those lists.
*Teach strategies for remembering what you need so that you are prepared.
*Asking students to self-assess how prepared they are for different events: leaving for school,
a baseball game, a test, etc.
What do you want to JUST BE next?

3/12

PTA Meeting 6:30PM

3/16

SCES Chess Tournament 1--5PM

3/22

PTA Family Bingo Night
6:30PM-8:00PM

3/26

2HR EARLY DISMISSAL

3/29

PTA Assembly

Looking Ahead:
Kindergarten Orientation
May 21 @ 9:45AM
Kindergarten Extravaganza
June 12 @ 2:00PM
Grade 5 Promotion
June 13 @ 3:00PM (Tentatively)

Dr. Beth Anne Burke
Principal
baburke@aacps.org

For the latest information about Shipley’s Choice, bookmark the school website
(www.shipleyschoiceschool.org), which houses lots of information about the school, including
the Family Handbook, schedules, a school-wide calendar, and more. Also, our school frequently shares pictures and even video clips of amazing things that are happening each day at
school on Twitter. Follow us to check it out: @ShipChoiceAACPS .

Safety & Security
All adults in the building must wear a
badge. Visitors may only enter through
the main doors and must check in at
the office. Please note that only parents of students enrolled in the Y Daycare may enter through the side door.
Thank you for your help in this.
Parents who are at the school for
evening activities or for the Y Daycare
may not go to classrooms or elsewhere
in the building.

The Anne Arundel County Public School System does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, national origin, religion, disability, or socioeconomic status in
matters affecting employment or in providing access to programs. Questions regarding nondiscrimination should be directed to Leslie N. Stanton, Specialist in Human Relations, Anne Arundel County Public Schools, 2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland 21401; telephone (410) 222-5318; TDD (410) 222-5500.

BUS LOOP

Cars are NOT permitted
in the bus loop while
there are buses in the
loop!!
ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL
Students may begin arriving at 9:00AM.
Please do not drop off students or allow them
to walk to arrive before 9:00AM. Students
may not be left unsupervised, and our supervision begins at 9:00.
Remember that the car loop is for Quick
Drops in the morning, and that children
should be encouraged to get out of the vehicle quickly. Pull all the way up as far as you
can in the loop so we can unload more cars at
once. This makes the Quick Drop loop move
more quickly.
With the warmer weather, more students are
walking or biking to school. Drivers are not
always attentive as they drive through the
school lot. That is why we have identified
locations that are safe for drop off or for
crossing the driveway. For safety, do not
drop your child off at the upper parking lot.
Drivers need some patience on inclement
weather days when the line is longer. The car
loop will remain open longer on inclement
weather days when the line is longer. No
student will be marked late or absent in the
car loop on inclement weather days as long
as there are staff members in the loop or at
the side door to admit students.
Changing dismissal procedures frequently can
be confusing for children (and for adults!).
While unforeseen circumstances may require
changes, please try to keep dismissal routines
consistent. If you need to pick up your child
who typically goes to Kids Club, please plan to
pick him/her up at Kids Club rather than
changing dismissal arrangements. If your
child does not have a note, we cannot
change his/her dismissal procedure. .

ONLINE PAYMENTS
Shipley's Choice is now offering the option
to pay for classroom supplies, field trips
and lost media books online using a credit
or debit card. (Visa or Mastercard only).
Click here to find out more about Online
Payments.
Click here to access the Online School Payments site.

TAKING PICTURES AT SCHOOL
[From the AACPS Volunteer Handbook]

Car Loop Arrival: The car loop seems to be
going very smoothly in the morning! (Except
for the really rainy days!) Thank you for your
help keeping the loop moving. As a reminder,
please do not get out of your car in the car
loop. If your child needs assistance getting out
of a car seat, park in the parking lot and walk
him/her across the crosswalk.

Car Loop Dismissal: The Car Loop Dismissal Tags were based on a suggestion from a
mom at a Coffee with the Principal last year.
The purpose of the tag is to allow teachers to
identify cars quickly so we can tell students to
move to their car. It is working—the car loop
moves rapidly, and we are done about the
same time as last year despite dismissing car
riders a few minutes later. Thank you to the
families for your help with this!
If you would like more Car Loop signs, they
are available for purchase at school for $5.00.

DISMISSAL
With the number of students attending clubs
and daycare after school, we wanted to take
steps to ensure that all students are going
where they are supposed to at the end of the
day. To help with this, we have changed the
order in which we dismiss students. YMCA
Aftercare, Bus Riders, Van (Daycare) Riders,
and students going to clubs are dismissed first
so that we can make sure that they do not
accidentally walk home. Walkers are dismissed next, and car riders are dismissed last.
If you are walking to school or parking at
school to meet your child, please meet him/
her at the back door by the blacktop.

Under the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA), parents have the right
to prevent photographs of their children
from being taken in instructional settings.
Given that volunteers have no knowledge
of which parents have allowed their children to be photographed and which have
not, volunteers should not take or post
online any photographs or movies of students in any instructional setting during
the instructional day. This includes recess,
lunch, and events such as Halloween parades.
Please do not take pictures at school during lunch or at other times. A number of
families have not consented to have their
children’s photographs taken at school
except for inclusion in the school yearbook only. This means that parents should
not be taking pictures when they visit
school unless it is a pre-arranged yearbook
photography session. If you are taking
photographs for the yearbook, notify the
school office in advance (24 hours) please.

REPORTING ABSENCES
To help parents reporting absences, we
have posted an attendance form on the
school website shipleyschoiceschool.org.
You may print the form and send it in to
the teacher.

CLUBS

WHY DO WE ALWAYS ASK FOR
TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES?

If you are picking students up from an afterschool club, please wait outside for dismissal.
Parent Volunteers may not open the doors to
let you in.

DOGS AT SCHOOL

SHINING SHARKS!!
Shining Sharks are students who have done
an outstanding job demonstrating the Shark
Code. Each month, we will select students
from every grade who are Shining Sharks.
Shining Sharks will celebrate by having lunch
with Dr. Burke! Check out our Twitter feed
@ShipChoiceAACPS to see who are the newest Shining Sharks!

Please remember, no dogs are allowed on
school property at any time. This is according
to Anne Arundel County Code of Law and is a
safety and health issue. Walking dogs on
school property is not allowed. Please do not
bring dogs with you when you are walking to
or picking up children from school. We have
had a number of complaints because of dog
waste on school property, and one unfortunate incident that required a great deal of
clean-up in school. In addition, we have children who have allergies or are afraid of dogs.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

FIFTH GRADE PROMOTION
Fifth grade promotion is tentatively scheduled
for Thursday, June 13 at 3:00PM. This is after
the student day so we will not need to have
guests RSVP or stop by to scan their identification prior to the event. In the event of any
inclement weather closings, this date may
change. Fifth grade teachers will provide
more information as the promotion date gets
closer.

A huge THANK YOU to PTA for the recent
Bids & Beads fundraiser. PTA does some
amazing fundraisers to support our school,
and we thank everyone for their generosity in donating money (and time!). Money
goes towards a variety of things in the
school, including books, furniture, recess
materials, classroom supplies, and, of
course, technology. Last year, we were
able to replace aging Smartboards and
projectors and continue to increase the
number of Chromebooks available to our
students. While we have nearly tripled the
number of devices in the school, we are
continuing to work toward a 1:1 environment in which each student has access to
a device.
We have heard questions about why we
are always asking for technology or why
we still need Chromebooks. Here are a
few reasons:
*AACPS supplies a limited number of devices for schools. This does not typically
include projectors, Smartboards, iPads,
and other things.
*Technology is the number one request
from teachers when we ask them for a
wish list.
*Technology is used throughout the day in
every grade and in every class (even in
Cultural Arts!).
*We have increased the number of
Chromebooks (and carts to hold them)
significantly over the past four years so
that every grade (and the Cultural Arts
team) has a cart of between 10 and 30
devices.
*Despite the improvements, we still frequently borrow from other grades to ensure that all students have access to a
device.

HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS

VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE
Volunteers:
The Harassment Prevention PowerPoint, required before all volunteer opportunities, can be found at:

http://media.aacps.org/Dept/SchoolFamilyPartnership/
SexualHarassmentAndChildAbuseVolunteerTraining/

Lonergan’s Bus Service
410-923-4185
Transportation Office:
410-222-2910
Crossing Guards:
Main 410-222-6866
Health Room:
Patty Bellotte, Nurse
Rachael Penner, Health Asst.
410-222-3809
Board of Education:
410-222-5000

CAMERA SYSTEM

As a member of the educational team,
each volunteer must understand that
all information regarding children,
teachers, and the school is confidential
and should remain in the school
setting! This includes reaching out to
parents about their child’s performance. If you have concerns, talk to
the teacher or Mrs. Haines.

Shipley’s
Choice
Elementary
is
equipped with a video camera system.
It covers selected interior and exterior
public portions of the building and
grounds. It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations. During certain events,
when the safety or security of students
may be in question, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police
or fire emergency units may be given
access to view images projected on the
camera system. If you have any questions, you should call the Supervisor of
School Security at 410-222-5083.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

BEAUTIFICATION

TECH TROT

Thank you to Nora Klee (Chair), Pam Waters,
Elizabeth Hayslip, Julia Roeling, and Trish
Henry for volunteering to serve as the 2019
Nominating Committee. The Nominating
Committee’s purpose is to recruit and nominate candidates to serve on the SCES PTA
Executive Board and Board of Directors. If
you are interested in serving as an officer or a
committee chair for the 2019-2020 school
year, please contact one of the Nominating
Committee members.

With spring around the corner, it is time to
think of our SCES Gardens! The Beautification
Committee is looking for volunteers to help
maintain the beds around the school. Each
volunteer chooses a bed and takes care of it
for the season at times that are convenient
for the volunteer. If you would like to join our
SPRING GARDEN TEAM, please email Carolyn
Campion at ccampion418@gmail.com. No
experience necessary!

Registration is open for the 10th Annual
SCES Technology Trot 5k and 1 mile runs
on May 5, 2019! See our attached flyer or
our page on the PTA website for more
information.

BOX TOPS CONTEST RESULTS
Thank you to everyone who participated in
our Winter Box Tops Contest. The contest
closed on February 25 with a grand total
2,915 Box Tops submitted. Great job SCES!
First grade won by a narrow margin.

SHIPLEY’S SHARK SOCKS ON
SALE

Final Results:
1st Place: 1st Grade with 752 Box Tops
2nd Place: 2nd Grade with 731 Box Tops
Honorable Mentions: 3rd Grade - 422 Box
Tops; 5th Grade - 384 Box Tops; Kindergarten
- 325 Box Tops; 4th Grade - 304 Box Tops

5th GRADE PROMOTION
THANK YOU to the SCES community for your
generous support of the 5th Grade Service
Project. The 5th Graders have raised over
$2,700 for JDRF so far!
Start Saving Your LOOSE CHANGE! For their
next fundraiser, the 5th Graders are challenging each grade to contest at the end of March
--- who can collect the most loose change in
one week? All proceeds will go to JDRF. The
winning grade will win a special prize. Stay
tuned for dates and more details!

MD STATE WARM-UP SILVER
KNIGHTS CHESS TOURNAMENT

Have you bought your Shipley’s Shark
socks? If not, get them soon! They’re available for $10 each on the PTA Website.
Don’t forget your SCES bumper sticker for
$5
while
you’re
shopping!
https://shipleyschoicepta.membershiptool
kit.com/packet/407

Hosted by Shipley’s Choice Elementary,
March 16, 2019, 1-5PM
This is a chess tournament for grades K - 8.
This tournament has a multitude of different
sections for players, depending on their age
and skill. Children play only against opponents in their own section. The first round is
at 1:00PM for all sections. The tournament
concludes around 5:00PM with an awards
ceremony where the top players and schools
receive trophies.
For More Information and to register: https://
skenrichment.com/chess-tournaments/
tournaments/product/p3-16-the-marylandstates-warmup-1-pm-5-pm.html

PTA MEETING
Join us for our next PTA
meeting on March 12 at
6:30PM in Room 85.

RETAIL REWARDS
BJ’s fundraiser, March 1-15 : Enroll or
renew as a BJ’s customer and have $5 of
your membership cost goes to the PTA.
Please see application attached to the
newsletter and also on the SCES PTA website.
Ledo Pizza Day, March 19, 11AM-9PM:
Mention SCES when you dine-in or carry
out from the Millersville location and Ledo
will give back 20% of all sales to our PTA.

FUEL YOUR FUNDRAISER
SPECIAL OFFERS JUST FOR:
Shipley’s Choice Elementary School
Special New
Member Offers
Renewing
Member Offers

BJ’s PERKS REWARDS® MEMBERSHIP — Just $50*
Save $60 on a 12-Month BJ’s Membership with BJ’s Easy Renewal.®
Earn 2% cash back on most BJ’s purchases**

or

BJ’s INNER CIRCLE® MEMBERSHIP — Just $25*
Save $30 on a 12-Month BJ’s Membership
with BJ’s Easy Renewal

BJ’s PERKS REWARDS® MEMBERSHIP — Just $80*
Save $30 on a 13-Month BJ’s Membership with BJ’s Easy Renewal.
Earn 2% cash back on most BJ’s purchases**

or

BJ’s INNER CIRCLE® MEMBERSHIP — Just $40*
Save $15 on a 13-Month BJ’s Membership
with BJ’s Easy Renewal

To qualify for this offer, please:
1.
		
2.
		
3.

Plus your school or organization will get $5 from BJ’s for qualifying applications.

Complete this application in full and return it to your Organization Rep at the address below. Please include a check or credit card
payment for the full amount.
New Members: Your Membership Activation letter will arrive in 3 – 4 weeks. Bring it, along with photo ID, to the Member Services
Desk at a Club near you to receive your Membership Card.
Renewals: Enter your Membership Number in the space provided below. Your current Membership Card will be renewed.

Organization Rep: _____________________________________________________________ Contact Number: ___________________
Offer Expires: ______________________ Address: _____________________________________________________________________
All BJ’s Memberships are subject to BJ’s current Membership Terms, ask in-Club or go to BJs.com/terms.

Choose Membership Level:

BJ’s Inner Circle® Membership

BJ’s Perks Rewards® Membership

Current Membership # (if applicable) _________________________________________________________________________
Last Name ___________________________________ First Name ______________________________ MI______ Sex

F

M

Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________ State_____________________ ZIP Code __________________
Phone # __________________________________ Market Code (BJ’s use only)____________________
Email ____________________________________________________________________________
If you choose to receive the second Household Membership Card, please complete the following:

Learn more about My BJ’s
Perks® Mastercard1® credit card
by visiting BJs.com/mybjsperks

(Note: Household Cardmember must reside at
the same address as the Primary Cardholder.)

Last Name ____________________________________ First Name __________________________________ MI____________
______________________________________________________________________
Please choose your method of payment. (Sales tax may be added. Make checks payable to BJ’s Wholesale Club, Inc.)
Check

My BJ’s Perks® Mastercard®

Discover® Network

Mastercard®

American Express®

Visa®

Date of Membership Purchase
/
Month

/
Day

Year

Credit Card Account #__________________________________________________ Expiration Date ___________ Total Charge____________
BJ’s Use Only
BJ’s Sales Representative’s Signature: __________________________________________________________________ Club # __________
All applications are sent to our Home Office; processing takes approximately 3 – 4 weeks.

Membership Expiration and Renewals: Your Membership expiration date is the last day of the month and year shown on your register receipts and on your “My Account” page on
BJs.com. Paid Memberships renewed within two months after expiration will be extended 12 months from the expiration date.
*BJ’s Perks Rewards Membership fee is regularly $110; BJ’s Inner Circle Membership fee is regularly $55. Offer is valid in-Club only, may not be combined with other offers, not redeemable for cash and nontransferable. Plus sales tax
where applicable. Offer is contingent upon your enrolling in BJ’s Easy Renewal, and you authorize BJ’s to charge the debit/credit card first used at BJ’s after accepting this offer, an annual recurring charge in the amount of the thencurrent Membership fee for all active Memberships on your account, plus tax where applicable, on the first day of the month your Membership expires. Expires: 5/4/19
**BJ’s Perks Rewards Members earn 2% cash back on most BJ’s purchases. Cash back is in the form of electronic Awards issued in $20 increments that are used in-Club at checkout at BJ’s and expire 6 months from the date issued. Cash
back can be requested in the form of a check prior to Awards expiring by contacting Member Care at 800-BJS-CLUB. My BJ’s Perks Program is provided by BJ’s Wholesale Club, Inc. and its terms may change from time to time. Some
exclusions may apply. Visit BJs.com/perksterms for Program Terms.
1
My BJ’s Perks Mastercard credit card is subject to credit approval.
My BJ’s Perks Mastercard is issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to a license by Mastercard International Incorporated. Mastercard is a registered trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated.
©2019 BJ’s Wholesale Club, Inc. 21472620

Join us for family

Friday, March 22, 2019
6:30 pm in the Shark Café
All ages welcome! Win prizes! Concessions available!
Sign up on The PTA Web Site

Shipley’s Choice Elementary School
Technology Trot 5K and 1 mile run
May 5, 2019
Come join friends and
neighbors for this great
family event. Open to all!

To register:
Just log onto www.Active.com and
search for “Shipley’s.”
Register by April 4th at 11:59pm to
receive a race t-shirt and discounted
early registration pricing.

Why you need to be
a part of the best
spring race in town:

Proceeds will continue to fund technology and
other programs for Shipley's Choice
Elementary!
Both 1 mile and 5K will be chipped!
Walk or Run... Strollers Are Welcome!
Family Registrations Available!
Prizes for winners!

FAMILY REGISTRATION - Family Registration allows all immediate family members (up to seven
participants) to register for either the 5K or 1 mile race (see pricing below). The 1 mile race is for Grade 5
and under only. However, an adult may run with a young child in the 1 mile. The registration includes
t-shirts; each family will select their own sizes when registering on Active.com.

Runner/Walker Fees
Early Registration (by April 4, includes tshirt):
$25.00
5K Registration
$20.00
1 Mile Registration
$85.00
Family Registration
Late Registration (after April 4, t-shirt not
included)
$27.00
5K Registration
$22.00
1 Mile Registration
$90.00
Family Registration

Packet Pick-up:

Friday, May 3 in the SCES
portable from 3:30-6 p.m.

Race Day Schedule:
7:00-7:45 a.m. Packet Pick-Up/Registration
7:45 a.m.
Warm-Up
8:00 a.m.
1 Mile Run
8:30 a.m.
5K Run/Walk
9:30 a.m.
Awards

Need more information or have a business that
would benefit from being a corporate sponsor?
We’d love to hear from you! Please contact
scestechtrot@gmail.com.

Your local Camp Invention site information:
REGISTER AT INVENT.ORG/CAMP OR 800-968-4332
Who: For children entering grades K–6
Location: Shipley's Choice Elementary School
310 Governor's Stone Pkwy, Millersville, MD 21108
Date & Time: June 24 - 28, 2019 from 9:00am - 3:30:00 PM
Price: $255 (before discount)
Director: Katie Ventrudo | kventrudo@aacps.org | (410) 222-3851
If these dates/times don’t work for you, please visit invent.org/camp for other locations near you.

Upcoming Events for Kids & Their
Families at the Severna Park Library
Registration is required for some programs and will be indicated. Registration begins
two weeks before the program date. Please call the library at 410-222-6290 to register
unless other registration information is provided.
Please see our website, www.aacpl.net/events for updates and for programs at other
libraries. We have a lot of wonderful things going on!

Spanish for Kids // Español para Niños
Learn basic Spanish words and phrases through fun activities. / Aprende palabras y frases sencillas
en español con actividades divertidas.
Date/Time:
Wednesday, March 13 - 6:00pm
Wednesday, April 10 - 6:00pm

Minecraft Club
Experienced builders and first-time players are welcome to come play in the world of Minecraft.
Registration required.
Date/Time:
Monday, March 11 - 6:30pm
Monday, April 8 - 6:30pm

Online Gaming Safety (for parents)
Learn how to keep children safe when playing online social games like Minecraft, Roblox, and
Fortnite in a one hour presentation that discusses creating accounts, the basics of game play, and
strategies to prepare your child for online games.
Date/Time: Monday, April 8, 2019 - 6:30pm

Get Ready for Pi Day
Pi Day is March 14 (3.14 – get it? ☺). Exercise your math skills by listening to a math-themed
story and participating in math activities.
Date/Time: Saturday, March 9 - 2:00pm

Author Visit: Dionda Fugitt
“Adjust Your Crown: The Little Ladies' Secret Handbook” brings out your fearlessness, shares
secrets of how to be a classy little lady, and is a reminder that you have glitter in your DNA! Join the
author as she takes you on a journey to bring out your awesomeness.
Date/Time: Wednesday, March 13 - 6:30pm

Book Buddies: Frida Kahlo and Her Animalitos by Monica
Brown
Read the book, then come to the program for a discussion and activity.
Date/Time: Monday, March 25 - 6:30pm

Kids Save the Planet
Learn how you can help save the Earth, one piece of plastic at a time! Registration required.
Date/Time: Tuesday, March 26 - 3:00pm

Children's Author Visit: The Autobiography of a
Pigeon Named Pete
The author will read his book, The Autobiography of a Pigeon Named Pete. He will discuss the book
and tell more stories about Pete. Book sale and signing will follow.
Date/Time: Saturday, April 6 - 2:00pm

Shakespeare in the (Severna) Park
Bring the whole family to celebrate the Bard's birthday with crafts, activities, games and a special
performance by the Children's Theater of Annapolis!
Date/Time: Saturday, April 13 - 2:00pm

Book Buddies: All that trash: the story of the 1987
Garbage Barge and our problem with stuff by
Meghan McCarthy
Read the book, then come to the program for a discussion and activity. All That Trash: the story of
the 1987 Garbage Barge and our problem with stuff by Meghan McCarty
Date/Time: Monday, April 15 - 6:30pm

Goldilocks and the Three Bears Marionette
Puppet Show
Experience the magic of Goldilocks and the Three Bears through the marvel of hand-crafted wooden
marionettes. Stay after the performance for a special behind the scenes demonstration.
Sponsor: Stevens Puppets
Date/Time: Thursday, April 25 - 6:30pm

Hope to see you soon!!

Anne Arundel County Public Schools Office of School & Family Partnerships
and the AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) Program

Invite you to attend a

Family Involvement Summit

Unleash Your Parenting
Superpowers!
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 | 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
BWI Airport Marriott | 1743 W. Nursery Rd, Linthicum Heights, MD 21090
Join us for an engaging and inspiring morning with educator Shauna King. Ms. King will help you
Unleash Your Parenting Superpowers by sharing techniques to minimize stress, instill discipline
and boost your child’s self-esteem. The presentation will be followed by the opportunity to share
your thoughts with other parents through facilitated table discussions.
To register online go to www.aacps.org/summit. (preferred method)
You can also register by returning this form to School & Family Partnerships Office | AACPS, 2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, MD 21401

Family Involvement Summit

Unleash Your Parenting Superpowers!
Name
Street Address
Name of child’s school
E-mail
Home/Cell Phone

Summit is free!
Space is limited—Register early
Daycare will not be available at this Summit.
Spanish interpreters will be present.
For other languages, please call 410-222-5418.

